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1. Introduction 

The ERA-NET scheme is a key element for the construction of the European Research Area 
(ERA), with the aim of developing cooperation and coordination of research activities carried out at 
national or regional level in the Member States and Associated States. The ERA-NET projects are 
networks of research funding organizations which work together towards improving coherence and 
coordination of their national/regional programmes. 

The ERA-MIN project “Network on the Industrial Handling of Raw Materials for European 
Industries” (http://www.era-min-eu.org/) is a four-year Coordination and Support Action (CSA) 
financed under the Seventh Framework Programme. ERA-MIN started on the 1st November 2011 
and will run for four years. Its aim is to contribute to the EU security of materials supply, through 
coordination of research in the European countries1.  

ERA-MIN currently comprises 11 partners (research-funding organisations) from 9 countries. The 
number of partners is set to increase over the project’s lifetime. ERA-MIN will be extended to 
include up to six new full members. It is also open to include associated members, who are 
research funding organisations not performing tasks in the ERA-MIN consortium, but having the 
possibility to join calls for proposals. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ERA-MIN focuses on the issues related to the three segments of the non-energy mineral raw 
materials: construction minerals, industrial minerals and metallic minerals. It brings together a 
significant number of EU research funding organizations in support of the development of the 
European non-energy mineral raw materials research area and provides a discussion forum with 
other European and non-European stakeholders involved in non-energy raw materials research. 

The topics addressed by ERA-MIN cover the entire mineral raw materials value chain: from 
primary to secondary resources, substitution of scarce elements, as well as cross-cutting issues 
like the mitigation of environmental impacts and raising public awareness on the mineral raw 

                                                           
1
The following countries are included in the meaning of ‘European’ according to this document: the EU 27 

and the countries associated to FP7: Switzerland; Israel; Norway, Iceland and Liechtenstein; Turkey, 
Croatia, The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Serbia; Albania and Montenegro; Bosnia and 
Herzegovina; Faroe Islands; Republic of Moldova. 

CNRS (France) 

MBFH (Hungary) 

TEKES (Finland) 
BMBF & PtJ 
(Germany) 

M2i (the 
Netherlands) 

CDTI (Spain) 

FCT (Portugal) 

VINNOVA & SGU 
(Sweden) 

NCBiR (Poland) 

http://www.era-min-eu.org/
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materials supply for the European industries. 

 

2. Background 

The scope of ERA-MIN is in line with the Europe 2020 aim to achieve smart, sustainable and 
inclusive growth. As the global population is expected to increase to 9 billion by 2050, resource 
demands will start to outstrip the capacity to supply some of them in economically, environmentally 
and socially sound conditions. Demand for rare materials is expected to increase since they are 
needed in the high-tech materials used by the EU industries. New technologies in almost any field 
of daily life will require increasing use of crucial raw materials. 

Although further increases in recycling are expected to contribute in meeting the expected growth 
in demand, a further increase in global production of primary raw materials will be necessary. 
Mineral raw materials must be exploited in situ. Deposits cannot be shifted to other, probably more 
suitable places. However, mining activities will only be possible if eco-efficient, environmentally 
sound technologies are developed and if the social dialogue is consistently integrated in the 
strategic planning. 

It is also necessary to develop technologies to increase extraction efficiency, maximising metal 
recoveries of the production processes and minimising pollutant emissions at competitive 
production costs.  

The main challenges that Europe needs to address in order to achieve a sustainable supply of 
primary resources can be summarised as follows: 

 Need to produce new geological, geophysical and geochemical data, to reduce the gap in 
data availability between Europe and most developed countries; 

 New, energy and resource-efficient methods and technologies for mineral processing at an 
industrial scale, from comminution to concentration and extraction. These technologies will 
have to allow treatment of primary mineral resources of increasing complexity and 
decreasing grade; 

 Innovation in metallurgy is one of the key factors to unlock the development of a growing 
number of mineral deposits that otherwise cannot be technical and economically exploited; 

 Environmental goals like waste reduction, reduced mass movement and land use should 
become inherent objectives of the ecological part of every future mining/quarrying related 
development activities; 

 Health and safety aspects are especially important in, but not limited to deep mines with 
high rock pressure, high temperatures etc. - i.e. extreme working conditions. In these 
cases, new methods and technologies should be considered for reducing potential risks.  

The First ERA-MIN Joint Call on Sustainable and responsible supply of primary resources (2013) 
will address five key areas related to the above-mentioned challenges: exploration, extraction, 
mineral processing, metallurgy, and mine closure and rehabilitation.  
 

3. The Call Funding Partners 

The Call Funding Partners are those organizations which agreed to allocate budget for the first 
ERA-MIN Joint Call on sustainable and responsible supply of primary resources (2013) and will 
jointly implement the Call for proposals based on commonly-agreed structures and procedures. 
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The Call Funding Partners and their respective Call Funding Countries are2: 

- Teknologian Ja Innovaatioiden Kehittaemiskeskus (TEKES), Finland; 
- Narodowe Centrum Badań i Rozwoju (NCBR), Poland; 
- Fundaçao para a Ciencia e a Tecnologia (FCT), Portugal; 
- Unitatea Executivă pentru Finanțarea Ȋnvățămȃntului Superior,Cercetării, Dezvoltării și 

Inovării (UEFISCDI), Romania; 
- Verket för Innovationssystem (VINNOVA), Sweden. 

The European Commission is not involved in the definition or preparation of this Joint Call, nor is it 
involved in the evaluation or funding of approved projects, but the good practices used by the 
European Commission were taken into account in the design of the call. 
 

4. Scope of the first ERA-MIN Joint Call and RTD topics for funding 

The research and technological development (RTD) topics to be funded under the first ERA-MIN 
joint call on sustainable and responsible supply of primary resources (2013) address all aspects of 
the primary resources value chain, grouped into the following sub-topic areas:  

A. Exploration;  

B. Extraction; 

C. Mine closure and rehabilitation;  

D. Minerals processing;  

E. Metallurgy. 

The scope of the Call is needs-driven research on sustainable and responsible primary resources 
supply. Both basic and applied research projects will be funded by all Call Funding Partners, 
provided that the proposed research clearly demonstrates potential to contribute to securing a 
sustainable supply of mineral resources for the European industries. 

Target groups: consortia involving both academic and industrial organizations are particularly 
encouraged to apply. Other types of consortia (e.g. purely industrial or academic) can also apply. 

Projects integrating social aspects of primary resources supply are welcome. Further below a list of 
indicative RTD topics for funding is given for each of the sub-topic areas. These topics were 
identified by the ERA-MIN experts during the preparation of the ERA-MIN Strategic Roadmap.  

Proposals can be submitted in any of these sub-topic areas or they can cover aspects relevant to 
more than one sub-topic area. Nevertheless, the RTD topics listed below have an indicative value 
only. Proposals on other RTD topics that address the challenges in securing a sustainable supply 
of primary resources, as described in the Background section, can also be accepted. 

A. Sub-topic area Exploration 

Indicative RTD topics: 

• Minerals system mapping; 2/3/4D modelling, ore deposit models, spatial data mining; 
• In-situ chemical, petrophysical and mineralogical analysis in drill holes; 
• Development of integrated drilling, geological and geophysical techniques for assessment 

of hidden mineral resources, such as deep- and sea floor deposits; 
• Assessment of far-field geochemical characteristics of mineral deposits. 

 

                                                           
2
countries listed in alphabetical order 
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B. Sub-topic area Extraction 

Indicative RTD topics: 
• Eco-efficient onshore and offshore winning technologies; 
• Eco-efficient technology for mine development; 
• Logistics concepts adapted to upcoming new mining environments (e.g. going deeper); 
• Integrated processes, system approach; 
• Innovative waste management; 
• Safe and attractive workplaces. 

C. Sub-topic area Mine closure and rehabilitation 

Indicative RTD topics: 
• Waste management; 
• Drainage and mine water treatment; 
• New technologies for rehabilitation of mines and tailings; 
• Long term monitoring systems. 

D. Sub-topic area Minerals processing 

Indicative RTD topics: 
• Energy efficiency in mineral processing; 
• Resource efficiency in mineral processing; 
• Sustainable water usage in mineral processing; 
• Biotechnological processing; 
• Geometallurgy. 

E. Sub-topic area Metallurgy 

Indicative RTD topics: 
• Processing of  low grade and complex materials in the most efficient and sustainable way; 
• Treatment of metallurgical by-products and waste with a complete recovery of metal value; 
• New technologies for recovery of accompanying and critical metals for better utilization of 

natural resources; 
• Design of large integrated multi-technology products and processes by flexible and 

concurrent methodologies and tools as well as modelling and simulation; 
• Tackle existing challenges in extractive metallurgy. 

 

5. Joint Call administration 

The ERA-MIN Partners agreed on three administrative structures for the Joint call operation: 

a. Joint Call Committee (JCC), composed only by the Call Funding Partners contributing 
financially to the First ERA-MIN Joint Call; 

b. Transnational Call Office (TCO), composed by representatives of the Call Funding 
Partners, coordinated by M2i3 and assisted by CNRS4, with the main task of implementing 
the Joint Call; 

c. Evaluation Board (EB), composed of the international evaluators appointed by the JCC to 
review the proposals submitted to ERA-MIN Joint Calls. 
 

                                                           
3
 Materials Innovation Institute www.m2i.nl 

4
 Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique www.cnrs.fr 

http://www.m2i.nl/
http://www.cnrs.fr/
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The representative of the Call Funding Partners in the TCO will be the contact point in each one of 
the ERA-MIN countries participating in the call, and applicants are advised to contact them at an 
early stage in project preparation for information on the specific national rules, using the contacts in 
given in the table below: 

 

Contact points list: 

 

Call Funding 
Partner 

Country Position in the 
organisation 

Contact person 
 

TEKES 
www.tekes.fi 

FINLAND 
 

Programme 
Manager 

Kari KESKINEN 
E-mail:  
kari.keskinen@tekes.fi 
Tel. +358 50 5577843 

NCBR  
www.ncbir.pl 
 

POLAND Project Coordinator Maria BOJANOWSKA-SOT  
E-mail: 
maria.bojanowska@ncbr.gov.pl 
Tel. +48 515 061 549  
 

FCT  
www.fct.pt 
 

PORTUGAL  Project Officer 

Department of 

International 

Relations 

Dina CARRILHO 
E-mail:  
dina.carrilho@fct.pt  
Tel:+ 35 121 392 4381  
 

UEFISCDI 
www.uefiscdi.ro 
 

ROMANIA 
 

Project Officer 

Department of 

management and 

administration of 

thematic research 

programmes  

Mihaela MANOLE 
E-mail: mihaela.manole@uefiscdi.ro 

Tel. +40 (0)21 302 3863  

VINNOVA 
www.vinnova.se 
 

SWEDEN 
 

Programme 

Manager 

Manufacturing and 

Working Life 

Division  

Rickard SUNDVALL 
E-mail: 
Rickard.Sundvall@VINNOVA.se 
Tel. +46 (0)8 473 3187  

ERA-MIN  
Transnational Call Office 
 
Materials Innovation Institute – M2i, The Netherlands 
www.m2i.nl 
 
 

TCO Contact person:  
Iulia DEGERATU 
 
E-mail: eramin@m2i.nl 
Tel. +31(0) 15 278 96 24 
 
 

 

http://www.tekes.fi/
mailto:kari.keskinen@tekes.fi
http://www.ncbir.pl/
mailto:maria.bojanowska@ncbr.gov.pl
http://www.fct.pt/
mailto:dina.carrilho@fct.mctes.pt
http://www.uefiscdi.ro/
mailto:mihaela.manole@uefiscdi.ro
http://www.vinnova.se/
mailto:Rickard.Sundvall@VINNOVA.se
http://www.m2i.nl/
mailto:eramin@m2i.nl
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6. The funding model 

This first Joint Call issued by ERA-MIN is based on the existing RTD funding programmes in the 
field of non-energy mineral raw materials in the participating countries. This means that every 
project partner in a proposal submitted to the first ERA-MIN call will be funded by the Call funding 
partner of their own country – the so-called “virtual common pot”. 

Therefore, in addition to the rules for participation and funding set by the first ERA-MIN joint call 
2013, each applicant in a project proposal submitted will also comply with the national rules of the 
funding programme of their respective country. The final decision for funding will be made by the 
Call Funding Partners participating in the first Joint Call. 

Each call funding partner involved should grant the public aid to the recommended projects within 
the minimum period possible taking into account the Institutional calendar. Each Call Funding 
Partner shall strive to ensure the disbursement of the first payment within 60 days of the signature 
of the national grant agreements.   

 

7. Eligibility criteria 

The proposals have to meet the following eligibility criteria, as defined by the First ERA-MIN Joint 
Call and detailed further below, as well as the national eligibility criteria: 

- The proposals must be submitted, only via electronic form through the ERA-MIN 
Submission System, by the coordinator of the transnational project no later than 27th June 
2013, at 17.00 CET.  

- Each proposal must involve a minimum of three organizations from three different Call 
Funding Countries, eligible for funding from the Call Funding Partners; 

- The coordinator of the transnational consortium applying for funding must be established in 
one Call Funding Country; 

- The language of the project applications is English; 

- All fields of the project description are filled in and their respective length does not exceed a 
maximum of 22 pages, excluding the annexes; 

- The project duration shall be of minimum 12 months and shall not exceed 36 months. 

- All applicants of a proposal eligible for funding from the Call Funding Partners must provide 
in annex a statement of commitment dully signed and stamped by the head of the 
organisation and the lead researcher/principal investigator (Form B in the Guidelines for 
applicants- Annex III) of the project description; 

- Applicants coming from countries not participating in the Call can be part of the project 
consortia, on the condition that they make proof of covering their own costs by providing a 
signed declaration. An indicative template (Form C) is provided in the Guidelines for 
Applicants; 

- Each applicant institution coming from a Call Funding country must comply with the national 
funding criteria and regulations of their respective Call Funding organization (Call Funding 
Partner) to ensure the eligibility of the transnational proposal; 

- All the necessary additional information/documents requested by the Call Funding Partner 
(see Annex I - National eligibility criteria and funding rates) must be included as annex to 
the proposal application. 
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8. Call procedures: submission, evaluation and selection, funding 

a. Submission procedures: 

For the First ERA-MIN Joint Call, the Call Funding Partners agreed to employ a single-step 
submission procedure, which means that only a full proposal will be required for submission. 

The application form can be downloaded from the ERA-MIN website and it is also provided in Form 
A – Common application form in the Guidelines for applicants. The proposals must be submitted by 
the coordinator of the transnational proposal, only in electronic form, using the Electronic 
Submission System available via the ERA-MIN website www.era-min-eu.org.  

The deadline for the submission of full proposals is: 

 

June 27th 2013 (Thursday) at 17.00 CET 

Specific guidance on the application process is given in the Guidelines for Applicants. The 
Electronic Submission System (ESS) is expected to become active by mid-May 2013. Detailed 
guidelines for the use of the electronic submission system will be placed on the ERA-MIN website 
at the time of the ESS activation. 

A full proposal must contain: 

- General administrative details for each applicant and publishable project summary 
(according to Form A of the present Guidelines – Common application form); 

- General budget information (according to Form A of the present Guidelines – Common 
application form); 

- The Project description, with all the mandatory sections in the template completed;  

- (only) the following annexes, as applicable: 

 CVs/profiles of the key personnel (maximum two pages per each profile); 

 For the applicants eligible for funding from ERA-MIN Call Funding Partners: 
Statement of commitment for each applicant (Form B), confirming they have 
contacted their corresponding Call Funding Partner and they are fully aware of 
the national rules applicable to them; 

 Applicants not eligible for funding from ERA-MIN Call Funding Partners or 
coming from countries without allocated funding under the present Call have to 
prove their own funding via official declaration, in English (Form C) or with 
enclosed authorized translation corresponding to the Form C, signed by the 
head of the respective applicant organization.  

Eligible costs will be handled according to national rules and may include:  

- scientific and technical staff expenses;  
- travel costs;  
- equipment and subcontracting (duly justified, subcontracting the core work of the project 

is not allowed); 
- Indirect costs (overheads) and VAT shall be handled according to national rules. 

The applicants are strongly advised to read the National eligibility criteria and funding rates 
applicable in the Call Funding Countries (Annex I) and to contact their respective Contact Points 
prior to submitting the application - see "Contact Point List" in the Section 5. 

http://www.era-min-eu.org/
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b. Evaluation and selection procedures 

The evaluation procedures are designed to identify the best proposals in terms of scientific 
excellence, impact and transnational cooperation.  

The objectives of the evaluation system in the ERA-MIN Joint Calls, which all Call Funding 
Partners must aim to comply with, are set as follows: 

 to ensure the eligibility of the projects with regard to the common and the various national 
criteria of the Call Funding Partners corresponding to the consortium; 

 to assess the scientific and/or technological value, the quality and efficiency of   
management and implementation, as well as the potential impact of the proposals - as 
thoroughly and accurately as possible;  

 to assess the transnational value of the cooperation in the proposal; 

 to undertake the assessment in a fair, transparent and homogeneous way for all proposals 
submitted to the First ERA-MIN Joint Call. 

A two-stage evaluation and selection process will be employed:  

1. In the first stage, the TCO will perform the eligibility check of the proposals. The 
coordinators of the proposals rejected will be informed by the TCO. These proposals will 
not be further evaluated. 

The proposals meeting all eligibility criteria will be sent to the designated experts of the Evaluation 
Board, according to their expertise, relevant for the topic of the proposal. 

2. The quality assessment of the submitted proposals will be performed by the Evaluation 
Board composed of international expert reviewers.  

There will be a peer review evaluation process (three independent reviewers for the same 
proposal, out of which one is appointed as the rapporteur and consolidates the evaluation report on 
behalf of all the evaluators of that respective proposal). If possible, considering the limited size of 
the Call, efforts will be made that the proposals are reviewed by evaluators from other countries 
than those of the applicants. 

The proposals will be assessed according to the following criteria: 

 

No.  Evaluation criterion 

0 
Is the proposal within the scope of the call? (yes/no question) 

If the proposal was considered not to be within the scope of the call, an explanation of 
why the proposal is out of scope will be required from the evaluators, to be provided as 
feedback to the applicant. If considered outside the scope of the Call, the proposal will 
not be further evaluated.  

The same rating (0) will be awarded if the proposal does not contain sufficient information 
to enable a proper assessment of the criteria 1, 2 and 3. 

1 Scientific and/or technological excellence  

2 Quality and effectiveness of management and implementation  

3 Potential impact of the research in securing a sustainable supply of primary resources  
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The detailed evaluation criteria and scoring system are given in Annex II. 

Only excellent/ very good proposals will be funded. If the number of proposals considered 
excellent/very good, as judged by the Evaluation Board meeting, corresponds to a total requested 
funding which is smaller than the committed funds, only part of the funds may be used. Proposals 
not recommended for funding following the Evaluation Board meeting will not be funded in any 
case. 

c. Funding and reporting procedures 

A total amount of 3.9 Million euro has been provisionally reserved by the Funding Partners 
participating to this Call, distributed as shown in the table below. 

In principle, each participant in a funded project will be funded by their respective Call Funding 
Partner. The Call Funding Partners will strive to ensure that the top-ranked proposals are funded to 
the maximum extent possible, as requested and deemed eligible. 

 

Country ERA-MIN Funding 
Partner 

Indicative committed 
budget (euro) 

National preference for funding 

Finland TEKES 2,000,000 All primary resources topics as 
described in Section 4 - Scope of 
the first ERA-MIN Joint Call and 
RTD topics for funding 

 

Poland  NCBR  400,000 
All primary resources topics as 

described in Section 4 - Scope of 

the first ERA-MIN Joint Call and 

RTD topics for funding 

Portugal FCT 400,000 
All primary resources topics as 

described in Section 4 - Scope of 

the first ERA-MIN Joint Call and 

RTD topics for funding 

Romania UEFISCDI  600,000 
All primary resources topics as 

described in Section 4 - Scope of 

the first ERA-MIN Joint Call and 

RTD topics for funding 

Sweden  VINNOVA 500,000 
All primary resources topics as 

described in Section 4 - Scope of 

the first ERA-MIN Joint Call and 

RTD topics for funding 

Upon the JCC Meeting, the TCO will communicate the JCC funding decision (positive or negative) 
by e-mail to all coordinators of the applicant consortia, together with the consolidated evaluation 
report for the submitted proposal. 

The beneficiaries of the funded projects will submit reports to the TCO, in English, according to the 
reporting procedure as described in Annex III - Guidelines for applicants. In addition, each 
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applicant in a selected funded project must report to their respective Call Funding Partner (funding 
organisation), according to their administrative rules.  

 

9. Call Calendar 

The first ERA-MIN Joint Call on sustainable and responsible supply of primary resources will be 
published on 30th April 2013 and will close on 27thJune 2013, at 17.00 CET.  

A period of maximum six months is envisaged between the submission deadline and the 
communication of the final funding decision to the successful applicants. 

 

Timeline Action 

March 2013 Pre-announcement of first ERA-MIN Joint Call 

30thApril 2013 Publication of the first ERA-MIN Joint Call on the ERA-
MIN website  

27thJune 2013, 17.00 CET Deadline for submission of full applications 

July – October 2013 Eligibility check and Quality assessment of proposals  

December 2013 - January 2014 
Communication of the funding decisions (positive and 
negative) to the applicants 

January 2014 Signature of the National Grant Agreements and the 
earliest starting date for the funded projects 

 

ANNEXES: 

Annex I – National eligibility criteria and funding rates 

Annex II – Evaluation criteria and scoring 

Annex III – Guidelines for applicants 
 

 

ANNEX I – National eligibility criteria and funding rates 

In alphabetical order: 
 
FINLAND - TEKES 
 
a) National eligibility criteria 
 

Funding 
Organisation 

Teknologian Ja Innovaatioiden Kehittaemiskeskus (TEKES), Finland 

Funding 
Programme 

Green Mining Programme 
http://www.tekes.fi/programmes/GreenMining 
 

Initial funding  
pre-commitment 

2,000,000 € 
50% of the budget is earmarked for universities and research centres, and 

http://www.tekes.fi/programmes/GreenMining
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50% for companies 

National Contact 
Point  

Kari KESKINEN 
E-mail: kari.keskinen@tekes.fi 
Tel. +358 295 055 843 

Eligible entities Companies registered and operative in Finland are eligible for funding in 
the Call 2013. Both SMEs and large companies are welcome, following 
TEKES funding principles and strategies. Universities and research 
organisations are encouraged to be included as subcontractors  

Additional 
eligibility criteria  

N/A 

Eligible costs Salaries, overheads, travel expenses, devices, equipments, expenditure 

on services 

 

b) National funding rates 

 

 

Type of research  

Large 

Enterprises 

Medium 

Enterprises 

Small 

Enterprises 

Universities 

and research 

organizations 

Fundamental/Basic 

Research  

25-50 % 35-70% 35-70% 60-70% 

Industrial/Applied 

Research 

25-50% 35-70% 35-70% 60-70% 

Experimental 

development 

0% 35-70% 35-70% 0% 

 

 
POLAND - NCBR 
 

a) National eligibility criteria 
 

Funding 
Organisation 

National Centre for Research and Development (Narodowe Centrum Badań i 
Rozwoju) 
www.ncbr.gov.pl 
 

Funding 
Programme 

NCBR finances RTD projects recommended for funding following their 
participation in the joint calls of the ERA-NET projects in which NCBR 
participates. 

mailto:kari.keskinen@tekes.fi
http://www.ncbr.gov.pl/


 

 
  14 
 

National 
Contact Point  

Maria Bojanowska-Sot 
Project Coordinator 
Section of Management of Applied Research Programmes INFOTECH 
e-mail: maria.bojanowska@ncbr.gov.pl 
phone: +48 22 39 07 158 
mobile: +48 515 061 549 

Eligible 
entities 

According to The Act of 30 April 2010 on the National Centre for Research and 

Development following entities are eligible to apply, i.a.: 

 Scientific institution; 

 Scientific consortia; 

 Scientific network; 

 Industrial Scientific Centre; 

 Scientific units of the Polish Academy of Sciences; 

 Legal entities with a registered seat in Poland; 

 Enterprises having the status of R&D centre; 
Enterprises conducting R&D activity in other than aforementioned 
organizational form. 

Additional 
eligibility 
criteria  

All proposals must be aligned with National regulations, inter alia:  

 The Act of 30 April 2010 on the Principles of Financing Science, 
published in Journal of Laws No. 96 item 615, 2010;  

 The Act of 30 April 2010 on the National Centre for Research and 
Development, published in Journal of Laws No. 96 item 616, 2010;  

 The Regulation of the Minister of Science and Higher Education of 28 
October 2010 on criteria and rules on granting state aid and “de 
minimis” aid by the National Centre for Research and Development, 
published in Journal of Laws No. 215 item 1411, 2010. 

Eligible costs The eligible costs shall be the following: 
1. personnel costs (W) (researchers, technicians and other supporting staff 

to the extent employed on the research project); 
2. costs of instruments and equipment(A) to the extent and for the period 

used for the research project; if such instruments and equipment are not 
used for their full life for the research project, only the depreciation costs 
corresponding to the life of the research project, as calculated on the basis 
of good accounting practice, shall be considered eligible; 

3. costs for buildings and land (G), to the extent and for the duration used 
for the research project; with regard to buildings, only the depreciation 
costs corresponding to the life of the research project, as calculated on the 
basis of good accounting practice shall be considered eligible; for land, 
costs of commercial transfer or actually incurred capital costs shall be 
eligible; 

4. cost of contractual research, technical knowledge and patents (E) 
bought or licensed from outside sources at market prices, where the 
transaction has been carried out at arm’s length and there is no element of 
collusion involved, as well as costs of consultancy and equivalent services 
used exclusively for the research activity; this cost type cannot account for 
more than70% of all eligible costs of a project; the subcontracting can be 
obtained from consortium partner only in justified case, this need will be 
verified by a national experts panel; 

5. other operating costs (Op), including costs of materials, supplies and 
similar products incurred directly as a result of the research activity; 

mailto:maria.bojanowska@ncbr.gov.pl
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6. additional overheads (O) incurred indirectly as a result of the research 
project; that costs cannot account for more than 8% for enterprises, 15% 
for private universities and research institutes and 20% for public 
universities and institutes of the Polish Academy of Sciences of all eligible 
project costs; That costs (6) are counted as a multiplication by percentage 
given above (called x%) and the rest of direct costs; It means 
6=(1+2+3+4+5)*x%. 

 
b) National funding rates 

Funding quota of Polish participants can be up to 100% for universities or research organisations. 

In the case of enterprises, funding quota will be decided on a case-by-case basis depending on the 

size of the company, type of research/development, risk associated with the research activities and 

commercial perspective of exploitation. The organizations must be registered in Poland. 

Type of research Large 

Enterprises 

Medium 

Enterprises 

Small 

Enterprises 

Universities and 

research 

organizations 

Fundamental/Basic 

Research  

Up to  

100 %  

Up to  

100 %  

Up to  

100 % 

Up to  

100 %  

Industrial/Applied 

Research 

Up to  

50+15 (max 65 

%)  

Up to  

50+10+15 

(max 75 %)  

Up to  

50+20+15 (max 

80 %)  

Up to  

100 %  

Experimental 

development 

Up to  

50+15 (max 40 

%)  

Up to  

25+10+15 

(max 50 %)  

Up to  

25+20+15 (max 

80 %)  

Up to  

100 %  

 

 
PORTUGAL - FCT 

a) National eligibility criteria 
 

Funding 
Organisation 

FCT - Fundação para a Ciência e a Tecnologia (Foundation for 
Science and Technology) www.fct.pt  

 

Funding 
Programme 

Scientific Research and Technological Development in all scientific 
domains 
http://www.fct.pt/apoios/projectos/index.phtml.en 
 

Initial funding  
pre-commitment 

400,000 € 

National Contact 
Point  

Dina CARRILHO 
E-mail: dina.carrilho@fct.pt  
Tel:+ 35 121 392 4381 

http://www.fct.pt/
http://www.fct.pt/apoios/projectos/index.phtml.en
mailto:dina.carrilho@fct.mctes.pt
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Eligible 
institutions 

For detailed information consult the Regulations governing access to 
funding for scientific research and technological development projects 
— 2010 (amended in 2011) at: 
http://www.fct.pt/apoios/projectos/regulamento.phtml.en 
 

Additional 
eligibility criteria  

The Portuguese participation in a transnational proposal must follow the 

national eligibility criteria as described at: 

http://www.fct.pt/apoios/cooptrans/eranets/eramin/ 

Eligible costs The eligible costs are detailed in the Regulations governing access to 
funding for scientific research and technological development projects 
— 2010 (with 2011 changes) at: 
http://www.fct.pt/apoios/projectos/regulamento.phtml.en 
 

 
b) National funding rates 

The funding quota of the Portuguese participants can be up to 100% for universities or research 

organisations (see national funding rules). In the case of enterprises, funding quota is 50% 

maximum of eligible expenses. The organizations must be registered in Portugal. 

Type of research Large 
Enterprises 

Medium 
Enterprises 

Small 
Enterprises 

Universities 
and research 
organizations, 
other 

Fundamental/Basic 
Research  

50 %  50 % 50 % 100 %  

Industrial/Applied 
Research 
 

50 %  50 % 50 % 100 %  

Experimental 
development 
 

50 %  50 % 50 % 100 %  

 
 
ROMANIA – UEFISCDI 
 

a) National eligibility criteria 
 

Funding 
Organisation 

Executive Agency for Higher Education, Research, Development 
and Innovation Funding (UEFISCDI)  

 

Funding 
Programme 

UEFISCDI finances RTDprojects recommended for funding following 
their participation in the joint calls of the ERA-NET projects in which 
UEFISCDI participates. 
The participation of the Romanian research teams in the ERA-MIN 
projects recommended for funding under this pilot Joint Call will be 
funded and monitored within the programme “Partnerships in Priority 
Areas”. 

Initial funding  
pre-commitment 

600,000 € 

http://www.fct.pt/apoios/projectos/regulamento.phtml.en
http://www.fct.pt/apoios/projectos/regulamento.phtml.en
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National Contact 
Point  

Mihaela MANOLE 
E-mail mihaela.manole@uefiscdi.ro 
Tel. (+40) 21 3023863  
 

Eligible 
institutions 

Eligible entities for funding are universities, public institutions, R&D 
national institutions, joint-stock companies, SME’s and Large 
companies, NGOs (associations, foundations, etc.), others. 
 

Additional 
eligibility criteria  

For universities, public institutions, R&D national institutions funding is 
100%, and for SMEs and Large companies, financing is under the 
permit N 542/2007 of the European Commission. 
 

Eligible costs For the fundamental research activites,industrial research and 
experimental development, according to HG 134/2011, types of 
expenses are eligible, as follow: 
a. Staff costs; 
b. Logistics expenses 

 
- supplies and inventory items; 

% of the funding from the public budget. The subcontracted parts 
should not be core/substantial parts of the project work; 
c. Travel expenses; 
d. Overhead (indirect costs) is calculated as a percentage of direct 
costs: staff costs, logistics costs (excluding capital costs) and travel 
expenses. Indirect costs will not exceed 20 % of direct costs, excluding 
the cost for subcontracting. 
 

 
b) National funding rates 

 

 Large 
Enterprises 

Medium 
Enterprises 

Small 
Enterprises 

Universities 
and research 
organizations, 
other 

Fundamental/Basic 
Research  
 

100% 100% 100% 100% 

Industrial/Applied 
Research 
 

65% 75% 80% 100% 

Experimental 
development 

40% 50% 60% 100% 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:mihaela.manole@uefiscdi.ro
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SWEDEN - VINNOVA 
 

a) National eligibility criteria 
 

Funding 
Organisation 

Verket för Innovationssystem (VINNOVA), Sweden 
 

Funding 
Programme 

National research programme for the mining industry  

Initial funding  
pre-commitment 

500,000 € 

National Contact 
Point  

Rickard SUNDVALL, VINNOVA SE-101 58 Stockholm  
E-mail: Rickard.Sundvall@VINNOVA.se 
Tel. +46 (0)8 473 3187 

Eligible 
institutions 

Eligible entities for funding are normally universities, public institutions, 

R&D national institutions, SME’s and Large companies, NGOs 

(associations, foundations, etc.), must be legal entities. 

Additional 
eligibility criteria  

In this call, VINNOVA will prioritize support to Swedish partners in 

consortia that clearly support Swedish industrial competitiveness. 

Applications for Swedish funding can sort under all subtopics A-E as 

described in the Call text. 

Eligible costs 
VINNOVA's grant is a contribution to the project's total eligible costs or 
parts thereof. The types of costs that are eligible are stated in the 
Governmental ordinance 2008:762 regarding state aid to research, 
development and innovation (Förordning 2008:762 om statligt stöd till 
forskning och utveckling samt innovation), or in the decision, e.g. in 
special clauses.  

In order for a cost to be eligible, it shall also:  

• be actual and auditable,  

• be incurred by a Participant,  

• have been incurred during the Disposal Period,  

• be established in accordance with the Participant's usual and 
generally accepted   accounting principles,  

• be recorded and  

• be used for the sole purpose of achieving the objectives of the project.  

Costs other than salary and travels should be motivated and described. 
The accounting of the project costs shall be separable from the other 
transactions of the organization.  

An undertaking may add as eligible indirect costs a flat rate of maximum 
30 % of its eligible personnel costs. 

Universities and other research organizations may calculate its indirect 
costs according to the full-cost principle applied by each research 
organization. The research organization shall through its accounting 

mailto:Rickard.Sundvall@VINNOVA.se
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system be able to identify and justify that an indirect cost has been 
incurred as a direct result of the direct costs of the project.  

If a Participant sells an asset purchased for the project, the income from 
the sale shall be deducted from the eligible costs.  If a decrease of the 
total project cost is approved by VINNOVA, VINNOVA's contribution will 
be decreased to corresponding extent. A detailed description of eligible 
costs can be found at: 

http://www.vinnova.se/sv/Ansoka-och-rapportera/Regler-och-

villkor/Vilka-kostnader-ar-godkanda/  

Guidelines 

regarding specific 

national rules for 

Sweden 

(VINNOVA)  

There is no need for additional national application forms in addition to 

the application for the ERA-MIN joint call. A full application to the 

Transnational Call Office is sufficient. Based on the thematic scope, 

type of project, relevance to the funding programs at VINNOVA and 

available funding, VINNOVA makes the final funding decision. 

If the application/proposal is considered eligible by the Transnational 

Call Office and positively evaluated, the Swedish project partners will 

then be invited by VINNOVA to submit national application forms within 

one month after notification. 

The normal VINNOVA forms and funding rules will be applied. National 

applications can only be submitted through VINNOVA’s web portal. The 

Joint Project Description in English (i.e. the same project description 

sent to the Transnational Call Office) will be accepted as the project 

description together with the web portal application, including a detailed 

economic plan for the Swedish part of the project. Costs other than 

salary and travels should be motivated and described. The proposal 

must be complemented by a short project plan in Swedish. Specific 

information will be sent out directly to successful applicants regarding 

the application to VINNOVA. 

General funding rules for VINNOVA are according to VINNOVA’s 

regulation about public funding for research and innovation (SFS 

2008:762) http://www.notisum.se/rnp/sls/lag/20080762.htm. The level of 

funding differs depending on type of research, development or 

innovation input into individual projects and on the size of participating 

companies. http://www.vinnova.se/sv/Ansoka-och-rapportera/Regler-

och-villkor/Regler-for-statligt-stod/ 

 
b) National funding rates 

IMPORTANT! The levels of funding stated in the table below are maximum funding rates, 
VINNOVA has the right to decide the funding rate in each case 

 

Type of research Large 
Enterprises 

Medium 
Enterprises 

Small 
Enterprises 

Universities 
and 
research 

http://www.vinnova.se/sv/Ansoka-och-rapportera/Regler-och-villkor/Vilka-kostnader-ar-godkanda/
http://www.vinnova.se/sv/Ansoka-och-rapportera/Regler-och-villkor/Vilka-kostnader-ar-godkanda/
http://www.notisum.se/rnp/sls/lag/20080762.htm
http://www.vinnova.se/sv/Ansoka-och-rapportera/Regler-och-villkor/Regler-for-statligt-stod/
http://www.vinnova.se/sv/Ansoka-och-rapportera/Regler-och-villkor/Regler-for-statligt-stod/
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organization
s (non-
commercial) 

Fundamental/Basic Research  100% 100% 100% Up to 100% 

Industrial/Applied Research 
(In some cases an additional 

15% can be granted, up to a 

maximum of 80%), see 

http://www.vinnova.se/sv/Ansoka-

och-rapportera/Regler-och-

villkor/Regler-for-statligt-stod/ for 

details. 

50% 60% 70% Up to 100% 

Experimental development 
(In some cases an additional 
15% can be granted, up to a 
maximum of 80%), see 
http://www.vinnova.se/sv/Ansoka-
och-rapportera/Regler-och-
villkor/Regler-for-statligt-stod/ for 
details. 

25% 35% 45% Up to 100% 

 

 

ANNEX II - Evaluation criteria and scoring 

 

a) Evaluation criteria 
 

No.  Evaluation criterion 

0 
Is the proposal within the scope of the call? (yes/no question) 

If the proposal was considered not to be within the scope of the call, an explanation of 
why the proposal is out of scope will be required from the evaluators, to be provided 
as feedback to the applicant. If considered outside the scope of the Call, the proposal 
will not be further evaluated.  

The same rating (0) will be awarded if the proposal does not contain sufficient 
information to enable a proper assessment of the criteria 1, 2 and 3. 

1 Scientific and/or technological excellence  

 Soundness of concept and quality of the objectives; 

 Progress beyond the current state of the art; 

 Quality of the S/T methodology; 

 Inter- or transdisciplinary character. 

http://www.vinnova.se/sv/Ansoka-och-rapportera/Regler-och-villkor/Regler-for-statligt-stod/
http://www.vinnova.se/sv/Ansoka-och-rapportera/Regler-och-villkor/Regler-for-statligt-stod/
http://www.vinnova.se/sv/Ansoka-och-rapportera/Regler-och-villkor/Regler-for-statligt-stod/
http://www.vinnova.se/sv/Ansoka-och-rapportera/Regler-och-villkor/Regler-for-statligt-stod/
http://www.vinnova.se/sv/Ansoka-och-rapportera/Regler-och-villkor/Regler-for-statligt-stod/
http://www.vinnova.se/sv/Ansoka-och-rapportera/Regler-och-villkor/Regler-for-statligt-stod/
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No.  Evaluation criterion 

2 Quality and effectiveness of management and implementation 

 Soundness of management structures and procedures; 

 Effectiveness of the associated work plan; 

 Quality and relevant experience of the individual participants; 

 Quality of the consortium as a whole (including complementarity, balance); 

 Appropriateness of the allocation and justification of the resources to be 
committed (staff, equipment). 
 

3 Potential impact of the research in securing a sustainable supply of primary 
resources 

 Addressing industrially relevant aspects of raw materials supply; 

 Appropriateness of measures for the dissemination and/or exploitation of 
results; 

 European dimension of the research and the proposed solutions, necessity for 
transnational approach; 

 Long-term contribution to the sustainability and competitiveness of the EU 
industry; 

 Transnational added value of the collaboration. 

 

b) Scoring: 
The quality of the proposal will firstly be assessed independently by each of the three evaluators 
appointed for the proposal. Each of the three criteria (from 1 to 3) will be scored between 0 and 5. 
Half marks can be given. The scores indicate the following with respect to the criterion under 
examination:  

 0 - The proposal is outside the scope of the call or cannot be judged further due to missing 
or incomplete information. 

 1 - Poor. The criterion is addressed in an inadequate manner, or there are serious inherent 
weaknesses. 

 2 - Fair. While the proposal broadly addresses the criterion, there are significant 
weaknesses. 

 3 - Good. The proposal addresses the criterion well, although improvements would be 
necessary. 

 4 - Very good. The proposal addresses the criterion very well, although certain 
improvements are still possible. 

 5 - Excellent. The proposal successfully addresses all relevant aspects of the criterion in 
question. Any shortcomings are minor. 

The threshold for the individual criteria will be 3. The overall threshold, applying to the sum of 

the three individual scores, will be 10. In case of equal scores, the prevailing score will be that 

obtained in the Impact section. 

The numerical scoring of the above criteria is the basic assessment of the proposal, and helps to 

assign the rank of a project (recommendation for funding). At the Evaluation Board meeting, the 

rapporteurs establish a ranking list of proposals and the proposals with overall rating below 10 are 

not recommended for funding. Evaluators have to identify strengths and weaknesses for each 

criterion and should provide context for their comments based on the application. The overall rating 
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to each application should reflect the evaluators own judgment of the merit of the overall 

application and is made at the Evaluation Board meeting. The overall rating will also be expressed 

as a numerical score from 0 to 15. The rapporteur should provide a paragraph summarizing the 

factors that informed their overall rating. 

At the end of the Evaluation Board meeting, based on the overall ratings, each proposal will be 
listed within one of the categories “A”, “B”, “C”, where these letters stand for: 

Overall rating 12.5 - 15 (“A”): Very favourable recommendation for funding  

Overall rating 10 - 12 (“B”): Can be funded – a decision will be made by the Joint Call Committee 

during the JCC meeting. 

Overall rating 0 - 9.5 (“C”): Not favourable for funding. 

For each of the A and B categories a final ranking list of projects will be established. Within the 

category C no ranking list will be established. The Joint ranking list of proposals recommended for 

funding will be submitted to the Joint Call Committee for the final approval during the JCC Meeting. 

 

 

ANNEX III – Guidelines for applicants 

 

1. APPLICATION AND FUNDING PROCEDURE 

For the First ERA-MIN Joint Call, the Call Funding Partners agreed to employ a single-step 
submission procedure, which means that only one, full proposal will be required for submission. 

The application form can be downloaded from the ERA-MIN website and it is also provided in 
Annex I in the Call Information Package. The proposals must be submitted by the coordinator of 
the transnational proposal, only in electronic form, using the Electronic Submission System (ESS) 
available via the ERA-MIN website www.era-min-eu.org. The ESS is expected to become available 
for submission by mid-May 2013. Detailed guidelines for the use of the ESS will be placed on the 
ERA-MIN website at the time of the ESS activation. 

The deadline for the submission of full proposals is: 

 

June 27th 2013 (Thursday) at 17.00 CET 

The deadline is strictly enforced. Any submission after the deadline has passed will be declared 
ineligible and will not be further evaluated. 

A full proposal must contain: 

- General administrative details for each applicant and publishable project summary 
(according to Form A of the present Guidelines – Common application form); 

- General budget information (according to Form A of the present Guidelines – Common 
application form); 

- The Project description, with all the mandatory sections in the template completed;  

- (only) the following annexes, as applicable: 

 CVs/profiles of the key personnel (max. two pages per each profile); 

http://www.era-min-eu.org/
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 For the applicants eligible for funding from ERA-MIN Call Funding Partners: 
Statement of commitment for each applicant (Form B), confirming they have 
contacted their corresponding Call Funding Partner and they are fully aware of 
the national rules applicable to them; 

 Applicants not eligible for funding from ERA-MIN Call Funding Partners or 
coming from countries without allocated funding under the present Call have to 
prove their own funding via official declaration, in English (Form C) or with 
enclosed authorized translation corresponding to the Form C, signed by the 
head of the respective applicant organization.  

The Common application form (Form A) is appended to the present Guidelines and is also 
provided separate on the Joint Call webpage on the ERA-MIN website. The General administrative 
information and the general budget information will be completed directly on the ESS, and the rest 
(Project description and annexes) will be converted into a PDF, uploaded and submitted via the 
ESS which is expected to become active by mid-May 2013. 

When completing the proposal forms, applicants are advised to follow the instructions below: 

a. Access the Electronic Submission System (ESS) via the link provided on the ERA-MIN 
website; 

b. Coordinators: register as a coordinator and invite partners on the ESS; Partners: upon 
invitation from coordinators, log in as partners in order to access the electronic proposal; 

c. Fill in the tables General and administrative information and check that all fields are 
correctly completed; 

d. Select one or more Sub-topic areas listed in Section 4 of the Call text; 

e. Fill in the publishable summary. The publishable summary (max. 2000 characters including 
breaks) should provide a brief overview of the current state of the art, of project goals and 
their expected contribution to the selected sub-topic area(s); 

f. The project description must not exceed 22 pages including figures and tables, but 
excluding the mandatory annexes, according to the template provided in the Form A – 
Common application form;  

g. Make sure that the entries of individual partners and the information in the Project 
description are consistent with the overall project data General Administrative information 
entered on the ESS; 

h. When filling in the proposal application form, keep in mind that the project description 
should allow evaluators to address all the evaluation criteria properly (see Annex II to the 
Call Text – Evaluation criteria and scoring); 

i. Fill in the tables in the General budget information on ESS; 

j. The Project description part of the proposal form will be completed and the following 
annexes will be added: CVs of the key personnel; Form B (Statement of commitment) or 
Form C (Declaration of own funding), as applicable; 

k. The final document (Project description, CVs of the key personnel and Forms B, C) will be 
converted into a single PDF with a maximum size of 10 MB and uploaded onto ESS;  

l. Make sure you will be submitting before the deadline. In order to avoid any delays during 
the submission process, caused by possible system overload during the last days before 
the deadline (27th June 2013, 17.00 CET), applicants are advised to start the process of 
electronic application at least three weeks in advance, and update their proposal until the 
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final submission. After the deadline has passed, the system will block any attempt to submit 
after the deadline. 

Eligible costs will be handled according to national rules and may include:  

- scientific and technical staff expenses;  

- travel costs;  

- equipment and subcontracting (duly justified, subcontracting the core work of the project 
is not allowed); 

- Indirect costs (overheads) and VAT shall be handled according to national rules. 

The applicants are strongly advised to read the National eligibility criteria and funding rates 
applicable in the Call Funding Countries (Annex I to the Call text) and to contact their respective 
Contact Points prior to submitting the application - see "Contact Point List"  at page 7 in the Call 
text. 

 
2. ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA (MANDATORY) AND ERA-MIN RECOMMENDATION 

The proposals have to meet the following eligibility criteria, as defined by the First ERA-MIN Joint 
Call and detailed further below, as well as the national eligibility criteria: 

- The proposals must be submitted, only via electronic form through the ERA-MIN 
Submission System, by the coordinator of the transnational project no later than 27th June 
2013, at 17.00 CET.  

- Each proposal must involve a minimum of three organizations from three different Call 
Funding Countries, eligible for funding from the Call Funding Partners; 

- The coordinator of the transnational consortium applying for funding must be established in 
one Call Funding Country; 

- The language of the project applications is English; 

- All fields of the project description are filled in and their respective length does not exceed a 
maximum of 22 pages, excluding the annexes; 

- The project duration shall be of minimum 12 months and shall not exceed 36 months. 

- All applicants of a proposal eligible for funding from the Call Funding Partners must provide 
in annex a statement of commitment dully signed and stamped by the head of the 
organisation and the lead researcher/principal investigator (Form B) of the project 
description; 

- Applicants coming from countries not participating in the Call can be part of the project 
consortia, on the condition that they make proof of covering their own costs by providing a 
signed declaration. An indicative template (Form C) is provided in annex; 

- Each applicant institution coming from a Call Funding country must comply with the national 
funding criteria and regulations of their respective Call Funding organization (Call Funding 
Partner) to ensure the eligibility of the transnational proposal; 

- All the necessary additional information/documents requested by the Call Funding Partner 
(see Annex I to the Call text - National eligibility criteria and funding rates) must be included 
as annex to the proposal application. 

Contacting your national agency is a mandatory requirement which all applicants from Call 

funding countries have to fulfil. These applicants will have to complete and sign a 
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declaration (Statement of Commitment - Form B), confirming they have contacted their 

corresponding Call Funding Partner and are fully aware of the national rules and 

procedures applicable to them. 

Recommendations for a successful proposal: 

- Cooperation with organisations based in ERA-MIN countries not participating in the Call is 
particularly encouraged. Applicants coming from such countries must cover their own costs 
and they have to provide appropriate financial guarantees;  

- The project coordinator has to ensure that all consortium partners provide the necessary 
information as requested by the national regulations, to ensure the eligibility of the 
proposal; 

- Each proposal must involve a minimum of three research groups from three different call 
funding countries. Therefore it is advised, if possible, that projects with more than three 
ERA-MIN countries are submitted; 

- There is no formal limit on the number of partners in a consortium. However, it is advisable 
that the sizes of the consortia are suited for the level and complexity of the project and each 
partner has a significant contribution to the proposed work. This will be assessed under the 
Evaluation Criterion 2 – Quality and effectiveness of management and implementation; 

- The budget for individual project proposals is not restricted; it must be reasonable against 
the project goals and must not fall beyond the national funding limits (if any) for each 
partner. For further information, please contact your funding organisation (Call Funding 
Partner) about the national regulations. Indicative information on the national funding rules 
is provided in Annex I to the Call text - National eligibility criteria and funding rates. 

 

3. COMPOSITION OF CONSORTIA  

The following recommendations should be taken into account when setting up project consortia: 

 The consortium has to include at least three organisations from three different Call Funding 
Countries (Finland, Poland, Portugal, Romania and Sweden). Cooperation between two or 
more regions of one single country is not considered to be transnational. Therefore, inter-
regional partnerships from a Call Funding country may apply together with two additional 
partners from two other Call funding countries.  

 The consortium must always be coordinated by a partner from an ERA-MIN country 
participating in the Call and the coordinator must be eligible for funding from the relevant 
Call Funding Partner, irrespective of the characteristics of the proposed projects. The 
overall responsibility for the project execution rests with the coordinator, but parts of the 
project management may be allocated to the other partners; 

 There is no maximum number of applicants per proposal. The consortium must be 
balanced and have a focus on the industrial application of the proposed research, in view of 
its potential contribution to securing a sustainable supply of primary resources for the 
European industries. In order to ensure balanced transnational partnerships, the 
contribution of one country to the collaborative project should not exceed 70% of the total 
project costs; 

 Any single partner’s participation should involve RTD activities. Trans-disciplinary consortia 
approaching in an integrated manner technological topics in conjunction with environmental 
and social aspects are particularly encouraged; 
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 Subcontractors can be included and are managed under the national financing regulations 
of the eligible participant; 

 Applicants should convincingly demonstrate their ability to co-finance the project beyond 
the potential funding. The financial capability and stability of the industrial applicants will be 
assessed by the Call Funding Partners; 

 According to the ERA-MIN rules, projects are evaluated as a whole, not per partner. This 
means that failing of one partner within the consortium may cause the entire project to fail; 

 The funded consortia will be requested to conclude a Consortium Agreement. 

Responsibility of the project coordinator: 

 The project coordinator will lead the consortium throughout the application procedure and is 
fully responsible for the overall project coordination. 

 The administrative structures of the ERA-MIN Call (TCO and JCC) will only communicate 
with the project coordinator. Accordingly, the project coordinator has to share all the 
information provided by TCO and/or JCC with the other consortium partners. 

 The project coordinator is strongly advised to ensure that all the partners fulfil both ERA-
MIN and national requirements and criteria well before the submission deadline. 

 The project coordinator must submit the reports of funded projects to the ERA-MIN TCO as 
described in the guidelines for applicants. 
 

4. ELIGIBILITY CHECK AND EVALUATION OF THE PROPOSALS 

A two-stage evaluation and selection process will be employed. In the first stage, the TCO will 
perform the eligibility check of the proposals. This first-stage review will only address eligibility 
criteria, as follows: 

a. Submitted before deadline; 

b. Coordinator from one of the Call Funding Countries, eligible for funding from one of 
the Call Funding Partners; 

c. Minimum number of partners (3) and Call Funding Countries (3); 

d. Minimum duration of 12 months and a maximum duration of 36 months; 

e. Full application form (including publishable summary) completed in English; 

f. Participants eligible for financial support under the national rules, including 
relevance for the national programmes; 

g. Statement of commitments (form B) from all applicants eligible for funding from Call 
Funding Partners; 

h. If applicable, proof of own funding for the applicants outside Call Funding Countries. 

The proposals failing the eligibility criteria will be rejected and will not be further evaluated. 

The proposals meeting all eligibility criteria will be sent to the designated experts of the Evaluation 
Board, according to their expertise, relevant for the topic of the proposal. 

The quality assessment of the submitted proposals will be performed by the Evaluation Board 
composed of international expert reviewers.  
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There will be a peer review evaluation process (three independent reviewers for the same 
proposal, out of which one is appointed as the rapporteur and consolidates the evaluation report on 
behalf of all the evaluators of that respective proposal). 

The proposals will be assessed according to the evaluation criteria given in Annex II to the Call 
text. Only excellent/very good proposals will be funded. If the number of proposals considered 
excellent/very good, as judged by the Evaluation Board meeting, corresponds to a total requested 
funding which is smaller than the committed funds, only part of the funds may be used. Proposals 
not recommended for funding by the Evaluation Board meeting will not receive funding in any case. 

 

5. REPORTING AND MONITORING FUNDED PROJECTS  

ERA-MIN reporting procedure requires the submission of reports to the Transnational Call Office 
(TCO), in addition to the reports that may be required by each Call Funding Partner, according to 
the specific national rules. 

The reports should be written in the context of the collaborative project, with due reference of the 
progress of the other partners and will be submitted to the TCO by the coordinator of the 
transnational project. All the communication regarding the project will take place between the 
TCO/Call Funding Partners and the Coordinator of the funded project, who has the full 
responsibility of informing timely and completely all the participants in the consortium. 

The beneficiaries of the funded projects will submit reports to the TCO, in English. Coordinators of 
funded projects will be requested to report to the TCO, according to the timeline and templates that 
will be provided to them by the TCO upon the communication of the funding decision. 

In addition, each applicant in a selected funded project must report to their respective Call Funding 
Partner (funding organisation), according to their administrative rules. Please consult your Call 
Funding Partner to obtain a complete overview of the national reporting rules applicable to your 
case. 
 

FORM A – COMMON APPLICATION FORM 

I. Administrative details and project summary- to be completed via ESS 

Acronym/short 

name 

 

Proposal full name  

Project 

Coordinator 

 E-mail  

Address  Tel. 

Fax 

 

Organization (Name of the organization Region/Country  



 

 
  28 
 

coordinating the project) 

Total project 

costs (€) 

 Requested 

funding (€) 

 

Planned 

starting date5 

   

Sub-Topic area6 The drop-down menu will allow selection of more than one sub-topic 

areas, if this is the case. 

Publishable 

summary 

(mandatory):  

 

Key words (max. 5) 

(Please describe briefly the background, objectives, methodology, work 

planning, stakeholder involvement and expected impact of results of the 

suggested collaborative project; max. 2000 characters) 

 

Publication consent: 

In case of recommendation for funding, I hereby authorize the ERA-

MIN Transnational Call Office to publish the information provided in 

the Summary.  

 

General information on the Coordinator and partners involved – to be completed via ESS 

Partner no. Contact 

person 

Applicant 

organization 

Country Call Funding 

Partner 

1 – Coordinator     

2     

3     

N     

(Use as many lines as needed) 

                                                           
5
Before completing, please inquire with your Call Funding Partner  

6
Please select one or more sub-topic area from the drop-down menu in the ESS. The drop-down menu will 

allow selection of more than one sub-topic areas, if this is the case. 
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Applicant/ Coordinator – Partner 1 

Organization  

Organization type: 
(UNI/PRC/PUR/SME/I
ND/CO/Other7) 

 

Organization address 
 

 

Head of organisation  E-mail: 

Website  Country   Region  

Funding organization  

Lead Researcher  

Family name  First name(s)  

Title  Gender  Female  Male  

Department of 
the 
organization 

 
Position held 
in the 
organization 

  

Phone  Fax  

E-mail  

Web site  

Key personnel 
(list)  

 

 

 

                                                           
7
UNI-university; PRC-Private Research Centre; PUR-Public Research Centre; SME-Small medium 

enterprise; IND-large company; CO-consultancy; OTH-Others. 
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Partner 2 
 

Organization name 
(acronym/full name in 
English and in 
original language) 

 

Organization type: 
(UNI/PRC/PUR/SME/I
ND/CO/Other) 

 

Organization address 
 

 

Head of institution  E-mail: 

Website  Country   Region  

Funding organization  

Principal investigator  

Family name  First name(s)  

Title  Gender  Female  Male  

Department of 
the 
organization 

 
Position held 
in the 
organization 

  

Phone  Fax  

E-mail  

Web site  

Key personnel 
(list)  
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Partner 3 
 

Organization  

Organization type: 
(UNI/PRC/PUR/SME/I
ND/CO/Other) 

 

Organization address 
 

 

Head of institution  E-mail: 

Website  Country   Region  

Principal investigator 

Family name  First name(s)  

Title  Gender  Female  Male  

Department of 
the organization 

 
Position held 
in the 
organization 

  

Phone  Fax  

E-mail 
 

 

Web site 
 

 

Key personnel 
(list)  

 

 

Copies of the table above shall be enabled on the ESS if there are more than three applicants 

 

II. General budget information – to be completed via ESS 

 

                                                           
8
Total costs/expenses comprise costs or expenses for personnel, travelling, consumables, equipment, and 

overhead (if applicable). The cost calculation has to be based for each partner on its national funding rules. 

For questions, please contact your Call Funding Partner. 

 

Total Costs per partner and requested funding budget (in EURO) 

Partner 

nº 

A - Total 

costs/expenses8 

B - Requested 

funding budget 

C- Own funding Funding rate  
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III. Project description – to be completed offline and attached to the application on the ESS 

Please provide a detailed project description, jointly filled in by all partners (max. 22 pages A4; 
minimum type size 11, Arial or Calibri), and include in annex short profiles (max. 1 page per person) 
of key personnel as attachments to the application. 

In case of non-funding countries, a statement of own funding signed by the researcher and the head 
of institution, is required, and will be appended as a pdf document to the project application. This 
document (annexes included) is uploaded at the Electronic submission system as a single PDF file 
not exceeding 10 MB. 

 

Number Requested project description Number of pages 

1. Scientific and/or technological excellence 

1 - Lead 

partner 

   % 

2    % 

3    % 

N Use as 

many 

lines as 

needed 

   % 

TOTAL    % 

Total Cost breakdown per Project year (in EURO)  

Partner nº 

Cost Year 1 

(Months 1-

12) 

Cost Year 2 

(Months 13-

24) 

Cost Year 3 

(Months 25-36) 

Total Cost Requested 

Funding 

 1 - Lead 

partner 

     

2      

3      

N      

TOTAL      
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Number Requested project description Number of pages 

1.1.  Background and present state of art in the area 1-2 

1.2.  
Scientific objectives with detailed account of their 

relationship to the call topic   
1-2 

1.3.  Expected results  1 

2. Quality and effectiveness of management and implementation 

2.1.  
Description of project management structures and 

procedures 
1 

2.2.  Quality of the consortium 1 

2.3.  Detailed Work description 5-7 

2.4.  Financial plan of the project 1-2 

3. Potential impact of the research in securing a sustainable supply of primary 

resources 

3.1.  
Proposed exploitation of future project results(planned 

follow up after project ended) 
1 

3.2.  
Proposed dissemination of results to practitioners and 

policy developers/makers 
1 

3.3.  
Cooperation with stakeholders and their contribution 

to the project 
1 

3.4.  
Sharing of work and cooperation with external 

organisations contributing to the project (if applicable) 
1 

3.5.  
Added value of transnational collaboration including 

researcher mobility 
1 

3.6.  
Ethics, environment, recruitment, gender balance, 

gender perspective 
1 

ANNEXES 

 

Annex 1 CV of key personnel (maximum 2 pages per profile)  

 
2 (per profile) 

Annex 2 Signed Statement of commitment for the Coordinator 

and  the participants eligible for funding from the ERA-

MIN Call Funding Partners (Form B) 

1 (per participant) 

Annex 3 (only if applicable) Signed Declaration of own funding 

for the participants from countries outside the Call 

Funding Countries 

1 (per participant) 

 

For Section 2.3 (Detailed work description) please use the tables below: 
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Work 

package 

(WP) No. 

Title Leader Type of 

activity9 

Description 

1     

2     

3     

4     

5     

N     

(Use as many lines as needed) 

 

Deliverables 

WP no. No. Title Due month 

1    

2    

3    

4    

5    

N    

(Use as many lines as needed) 

Milestones  

WP no. No. Title Due month 

1    

2    

3    

4    

5    

N    

(Use as many lines as needed) 

                                                           
9
 Indicate one of the following: BR (Fundamental/Basic Research); AR (Industrial/Applied Research); ED 

(Experimental development); MGT (Management) or OTH (Other). 
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Estimated person months per work package 

 Partner 1 Partner 2 Partner 3 Partner 4 Partner 5 Partner N Total 

WP 1        

WP 2        

WP 3        

WP 4        

WP 5        

WP 6        

WP N        

Total        

 
For section 2.4 (Financial plan of the project), please breakdown and justify the costs by filling-in 

the following table:  

Breakdown and justification of costs per partner (in Euro) 

Partner Eligible costs (in Euro) Justification 

Partner 1 

Personnel   

Travel   

Consumables    

Equipment   

Subcontracting   

Other   

Overheads   

Partner 2 

 

Personnel   

Travel   

Consumables    

Equipment   

Subcontracting   

Other   

Overheads   

Partner 3 

Personnel   

Travel   

Consumables    

Equipment   

Subcontracting   

Other   

Overheads   

Partner N    

 

(Please make copies of the table above if there are more applicants) 
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FORM B – STATEMENT OF COMMITMENT 

Logo of the organisation 

 

Statement of commitment 

As the Head of the Organization (name/country) I support the submission of the transnational 

proposal (title/acronym) to the first ERA-MIN Joint Call on Sustainable and responsible supply 

of primary resources (2013), providing the essential conditions for the implementation of the 

project, according to the work programme presented. 

As Lead Researcher/Principal Investigator10 (name/position), of the Department (name), I am 

aware of the ERA-MIN Call Text, the procedures and the National Regulations, and confirm that 

the proposal fulfils our National Eligibility criteria in order to be eligible for ERA-MIN Joint Call. 

In addition, the national/regional contact point (name) of the funding organization (name/acronym) 

have been contacted on the National eligibility rules and funding regulations.  

 

Place, Date  

 

 

 

(Name of the head of the Organization)   (Name of the Lead Researcher/ Principal Investigator)  

        

 

 

(Signature of the head of the Organization)  (Signature of the Lead Researcher/Principal investigator) 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
10

 Lead researcher: the responsible researcher from the Coordinating organization; Principal investigator: the 
responsible researcher from the Partner organizations. 
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FORM C – DECLARATION OF OWN FUNDING 

 
Logo of the partner’s organization 

 

Declaration of own funding 

 

As the Head of the Organization (name/country), I state that the financial support is guaranteed to 

the Organization (name/country) to participate as a partner in the transnational RTD proposal 

(title/acronym), coordinated by (name/institution/ country) and submitted to the first ERA-MIN 

Joint Call on Sustainable and responsible supply of primary resources (2013). 

 

The Principal Investigator in charge is (name/position) and is part of the Department (name). 

 

 

Place, Date  

 

 

 

 

 

(Name of the head of the Organization)   (Name of the Lead researcher/ Principal investigator)  

        

 

 

(Signature of the head of the Organization)  (Signature of the Lead researcher/Principal investigator) 

 

 

 

 


